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on which the infinite can and does exist for us after-
wards, whether as a Nooumenon or as a Pisteuomenon.
I maintain that, here as elsewhere, no legitimate con-
cept is possible without a previous percept, and that
that previous percept is as clear as daylight to all
who are not blinded by traditional terminologies.
. We have been told again and again that a finite
mind cannot approach the infinite, and that therefore
we ought to take our Bible and our Prayer-book, and
rest there and be thankful. This would indeed be
taking a despairing view both of ourselves and of
our Bible and Prayer-book. No, let us only see and
judge for ourselves, and we shall find that, from the
first dawn of history, and from the first dawn of our
own individual consciousness, we have always been
face to face with the infinite. Whether we shall ever
be able to gain more than this sentiment of the real
presence of the infinite, whether we shall ever be
able, not only to apprehend, but to comprehend it,
that is a question which belongs to the end, not to
"the beginning of our subject. At present we are
concerned with history only, in order to learn from
its sacred annals, how the finite mind has tried to
pierce further and further into the infinite, to gain
new aspects of it, and to raise the dark perception of
it into more lucid intuitions and more definite names.
There may be much error in all the names that man
has given to the infinite, but even the history of
error is full of useful lessons. After we have seen
how it is possible for man to gain a presentiment of
something beyond the finite, we shall watch him
looking for the infinite in mountains, trees, and
rivers, in the storm and lightning, in the moon and
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